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1. SUMMARY : IN A LONG MEETING OCTOBER 17, MEA PERMANEN T
SECRETARY JOE IYALLA DETAILED A LONG LIST OF ALLEGEDLY CAL-
CULATED AMERICAN ATTEMPTS TO DOWNGRADE NIGERIA. HE COVERE D
THE WATERFRONT, FROM THE MOJEKWU CASE TO THE JULY MURDER O F
A NIGERIAN IN LOS ANGELES. IT ALL ADDS UP TO A PATTERN O F
AMERICAN INDIFFERENCE AND PENCHANT TO TAKE NIGERIA FOR GRAN

TED. MEETING NOT UNPLEASANT AND SERVED USEFUL PURPOSE OF PERMI-
TTING HIM TO UNLOAD . WE NEED EXPLANATIONS BUT SHOULD NOT EX-
PECT TO TURN THE TIDE VERY QUICKLY . MOJEKWU LIKELY TO B E
GENUINE IRRITANT AS LONG AS HE REMAINS IN THE UNITED STATES .
IYALLA QUITE CAPABLE OF TRANSFERRING HIS PASSIONATELY HEL D
CONVICTIONS TO OTHERS .

2. YESTERDAY I CONFERRED IN THE MEA WITH PERMANENT SECRETAR Y
IYALLA FOR APPROXIMATELY THREE HOURS AT HIS REQUEST . H E
STATED THAT HE WANTED TO REVIEW THE BIDDING AND PROCEEDE D
TO REVEAL THAT, BY HIS RECKONING, HE HAD DEALT HIMSELF EVER Y
TRUMP IN THE DECK BUT HOPED THAT WE COULD HAVE A FRIENDL Y
GAME . INDEED, HIS THEME AND MANNER WERE MARKED BY FRIENDSHI P
FOR "FRIENDS MUST REMOVE ISOLATED IRRITANTS BEFORE THEY GRO W
INTO 'MALIGNANCY .'" HE DID NOT WISH TO DWELL ON SEMANTICS ,
BUT REALLY "IRRITANT" WAS USED ONLY BECAUSE HE, A NATIVE
IJAW SPEAKER, DID NOT HAVE THE ENGLISH NECESSARY TO DESCRIBE



"THE SEEMINGLY DELIBERATE AMERICAN ATTEMPTS TO TAKE NLGERI A
FOR GRANTED AND TO CREATE ANTI-NIGERIAN FEELING IN THE UNITE D
STATES ." I TOLD HIM THAT I WAS RELIEVED THAT HE ADDED "IN TH E
UNITED STATES" FOR I COULD CERTAINLY THINK OF NO "IRRITANTS "
IN NIGERIA THAT WOULD FIT HIS PRELIMINARY DESCRIPTION . H E
ASSURED ME THAT BEFORE HE FINISHED HE WOULD POINT OUT A FE W
IN NIGERIA, TOO, BUT THAT HIS MAIN CONCERN WAS WITH THE MANNE R
IN WHICH NIGERIA WAS BEING IGNORED IN THE UNITED STATES . THI S
SEEMED STRANGE TO ME IN THE LIGHT OF THE RECENT AMICABL E
MEETING BETWEEN SECRETARY ROGERS AND COMMISSIONER ARIKPO .
HE KNEW ALL ABOUT THIS MEETING AT A HIGH LEVEL BUT WANTED T O
DESCEND TO A LOWER LEVEL " WHERE THE MUNDANE MATTERS THA T
REALLY CONCERN NATIONS ARE IMPORTANT ." I REPLIED THA T I
NEVER LIKE TO DESCEND BUT THAT HIS INITIAL SPARRING WAS LIK E
THE PENULTIMATE CHAPTER IN A BOOK OF F ICTION AND THAT I
COULD HARDLY WAIT FOR THE DENOUEMENT . HE SMILED AND PROMISE D
"TO MOVE TO REALITY," INTO WHICH HE IMMEDIATELY DESCENDED .

3. FIR ST, THERE IS THE MOJEKWU MATTER . THIS IS AN OLD STOR Y,
HE KNEW, BUT IT IS RESURFACING, "EVEN AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, "
BECAUSE THE FMG NOW HAS INCONTESTABLE EVIDENCE THAT MOJEKW U
IS INFLUENCING INDIVIDUAL IBOS IN THE US, AT A TIME WHEN TH

E FMG THOUGHT THAT THESE EX-REBELS HAD BECOME RECONCILED. MOJ-
EKWU OUTSMARTS US AUTHORITIES BY NOT AGITATING PUBLICLY ,
BUT THE DAMAGE IS JUST AS GREAT . OUR "UNNECESSARY DECISION "
TO ADMIT HIM WAS BAD ENOUGH, ESPECIALLY SINCE BY DOING S O
WE HAD REJECTED A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM THE HEAD OF STATE ,
BUT UNLESS HE HAS LEFT WITHIN THE LAST FEW DAYS WE HAV E
COMPOUNDED OUR "OR IGINAL SIN" BY OUTRIGHT RENEGING ON A PROMIS E
TO EXPEL HIM ONE YEAR FROM FEBRUARY, 1971, WHEN THE VIS A
WAS GRANTED. HE REALIZED THAT WE CITED JUNE, 1971, AT THE DAT E
OF ENTRY, BUT THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF GRANTING THE VISA WA S
FEBRUARY. STILL EVEN IF HE ACCEPTS OUR DATE WE HAVE FAILE D
TO EXPEL HIM . WHY? THIS MAN WAS LIVING IN COMFORT IN PORT-
UGAL, OUR ENEMY, BUT IT IS INTOLERABLE THAT HE IS PERMITTE D
TO DWELL AMONG ASSUMED FRIENDS IN THE US . HE ASSURED ME THA T
"THIS TRAVESTY OF AMERICAN CONCERN FOR AN INNOCENT VISA APPLICANT "
WAS BEING DISCUSSED IN THE ISLAND CLUB BY ORDINARY NIGERIAN S
BUT ALSO IN DODAN BARRACK S.

4. HE PLEADED THAT I NOT RESPOND TO HIS INDIVIDUAL EXAMPLE S
BUT THAT I SHOULD CONCENTRATE ON "THE WHOLE PATTERN OF



AMERICAN INDIFFERENCE ." THUS, HE APOLOGIZED FOR MOVING ON T O
POINT TWO, " WHICH IS THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONER DIKKO'S SHABB Y
TREATMENT AT DULLES AIRPORT, THE SCENE OF INNUMERABLE INDIGN-
ITIES TO HIGH LEVEL NIGERIAN VISITORS, TO MY PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE . "
NOW, COMMISSIONER DIKKO IS A SAINTLY, GENTLE MAN WHO HAS A
REPUTATION FOR NEVER COMPLAINING, BUT EVEN HE "THOUGHT THIS "
DOWNRIGHT SHABBY TREATMENT, I MUST TELL YOU TO THE ATTENTIO N
OF THE FEDERAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ." I APOLOGIZED FOR BREA

KING HIS GROUND RULE, BUT OBSERVED THAT I HAD TALKED WITH TH E
COMMISIONER AT LEAST TWICE IMMEDIATELY AFTER HIS RETUR N
FROM WASHINGTON AND HAD RECEIVED NOTHING BUT EXPRESSION O F
UNLIMITED PRAISE . "OH, YOU MUST REALIZE THAT THE COMMISSIONE R
IS SO KIND . HE WOULD NEVER TELL YOU, BUT HE CERTAINLY TOL D
US, INCLUDING GENERAL GOWON, WHO WAS DISMAYED AND WAS VERG-
ING ON ORDER ING SIMILAR TREATMENT FOR AMERICAN AT IKEJA UNTI L
I INTERVENED ." I PERSISTED THAT OBVIOUSLY RETALIATION WIT

HOUT OFFERING ANY OPPORTUNITY FOR CORRECTING ALLEGED WRONGS
WOULD HAVE BEEN, "TO USE YOUR FAVORITE WORD, A NIGERIA N
TRAVESTY ." FURTHER, DIKKO TRAVELED IN MAY, AND YOU HAVE WAITE D
SIX MONTHS BEFORE MENTIONING THE PROBLEM AND EVEN NOW GENER-
ALIZE ABOUT " SHABBY TREATMENT," WHICH IS UNCORRECTABL E
BECAUSE UNDEFINABLE . HE COULD BE SPECIFIC : POOR, OLD M AN
MADE TO CARRY HIS OWN BAGS BECAUSE NIGERIAN EMBASSY PERSONNE L
COULD NOT REACH HIM "BEYOND YOUR BARRIERS," AND REPEATEDL Y
"MADE TO QUEUE UP LIKE ALL ORDINARY PASSENGERS . "

5 . THEN THERE IS THE CASE OF NAZIF MOHAMMED, A DULY ACCRED-
ITED MEMBER OF THE NIGERIAN EMBASSY STAFF IN WASHINGTON, A
RECOGNIZED DIPLOMAT, WHO IN JULY , 1972, WAS "MANHANDLED BY TH E
WASHINGTON
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POLICE ." HE REALIZES THAT INDIVIDUAL POLICE OFFICERS CA N
GET OUT OF HAND, "ESPECIALLY IN A PLACE LIKE WASHINGTON . "
WHAT PUZZLES HIM " AND OTHER AT THE HIGEST LEVEL" IS THAT TH E
DEPARTMENT OF STATE WILL NOT EVEN ANSWER OUR FORMAL PROTEST

S, MADE ORALLY AND SUBMITTED IN WRITING ON AUGUST 2, 1972.
"TODAY IS OCTOBER 17, AND WE STILL AWAIT AN ANSWER ." H E
GAVE ME A COPY OF HIS EMBASSY'S NOTE WITH "REFERENCE NO .
DXI/1," WHICH DOES DETAIL A STIFF PROTEST .

6 . STILL WORSE, IN IYALLA ' S OPINION BUT "NOT IF THAT O F
SOME OF MY HIGH LEVEL-COLLEAGUES, WHO WILL NEVER GET OVE

R THE MOJEKWU MATTER," IS THE CASEOF MRS . LILY SMITH, AN AMERICA N
LADY WHO PICKETED OUR EMBASSY "FOR THREE OR FOUR DAYS, "
SPLASHED OUR WALL WITH RED PAINT, AND PAINTED "SCURRILOUS ,
ANTI-NIGERIAN REMARKS ON OUR OWN PROPERTY ." MRS . SMIT H
SEEMED TO THE EMBASSY STAFF TO BE DEMENTED AND SHOULD B E
PITIED AND FORGIVEN . WHAT HE CAN NOT FORGIVE IS THE "TOTA L
FAILURE OF THE WASHINGTON POLICE, THE EXECUTIVE PROTECTIV E
AGENCY, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE TO ANSWER OUR DESPERAT E
PLEAS FOR PERIOD OF THREE OR FOUR DAYS• YOU CAN BE SURE THA T
WE WOULD ANSWER YOUR PLEAS AT YOUR EMBASSY HERE, FOR W E
RECOGNIZE IT AS OUR DUTY TO PROTECT FOREIGN ESTABLISHMENTS ."



7. THE PATTERN OF INDIFFERENCE CONTINUES TO UNFOLD, H E
OBSERVED, FOR ALSO IN JULY, 1972, ONE DR . ADIGUN, A DECENT ,
UPSTANDING NIGERIAN CITIZ E N, WAS MURDERED IN COLD BLOOD AN D
IN VERY SUSPICIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN LOS ANGELES . FOR A LON G
PERIOD THE NIGERIAN EMBASSY WAS NOT EVEN NOTIFIED . USIN G
ITS OWN MEANS, THE EMBASSY FINALLY LEARNED OF THIS DESPICABL E
ACT, PROTESTED TO THE DEPARTMENT, AND WAS ROUTINELY PROMI

SED AN INVESTIGATIONBY THE FBI. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO FUR -
THER RESPONSE FROM THE DEPARTMENT, "WHICH IS NOT THE WAY ON E
TREATS FRIENDS ." DR . ADIGUN IS WELL CONNECTED IN NIGERIA, AND HI S
FRIENDS AND RELATIVES HAVE "PROTESTED TO THE HIGEST LEVEL . . .
I MUST TELL YOU THESE THINGS ARE DISCUSSED AT THE ISLAN D
CLUB AND (UNDERLINE AND) AT DODAN BARRAKS . "

8. HE COULD REPEAT "NUMEROUS OTHER EXAMPLES THAT FORM A
PATTERN, A PATTERN OF SOMETHING CLOSE TO CONTEMPT FOR NIGERIAN . "
BUT HE WANTED TO RUSH ON TO A FEW PROBLEMS HERE IN NIGERIA .
FOREMOST THE "MOST SERIOUS I S THE JURA CASE (REPORTED IN SEP -
TEL ).

9 . THE PERMANENT SECRETARY IS ALSO DISTURBED ABOUT "FRE E
DOM OF THE PRESS SEMINARS CONDUCTED BY YOUR UISIS PEOPLE HER E. "
HE DOUBTED THAT THERE IS ANY PROBLEM BUT HAD RECEIVED MAN Y
COMPLAINTS FROM "PEOPLE WHO ARE CONCERNED ." ALL HE WANTE D
NOW WAS FOR "YOUR PEOPLE TO GET TOGETHER WITH MY PEOPLE

. LET US UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU DO, AND WE WILL EXPLAIN THE TOLERAB -
LE LIMITS OF SUCH SEMINARS . "

10. THEN, THERE IS THE CASE OF A RECENT VISIT BY A HIGH -
LEVEL EVEN DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN POLITICO-BUSINESS GROUP ,
WHO CAME HERE

	

AND IN "TYPICAL AMERICAN FASHION" WANTED T O
RUSH IN AND TALK WITH THE HEAD OF STATE AND SEAL A DEAL O

N THE SPOT. "I THINK WE GOT THEM STRAIGHT, AND THEY NOW REALIZ E
THAT NIGERIA IS NOT ONE OF YOUR BANANA REPUBLICS ." I ASKE D
WHETHER HE THOUGHT THE USG WAS REPONSIBLE FOR THE GAFFES O F
EVERY VISITOR . NO, HE DID NOT, AND ONLY CITED THIS VISI T
AS AN EXAMPLE OF "HOW AMERICANS TAKE NIGERIA FOR GRANTED AN D
DOWGRADE US WHENEVER THEY CAN ." (CF/ MY LETTER TO FOLEY DAT E
SEPTEMBER 17 . )

11. FINALLY, HE REALIZED THAT THE PROPER PLACE FOR DICUSSING



MOST OF THES PROBLEMS IS WASHINGTON, WHICH HIS EMBASSY HA D
DONE TO NO AVAIL . HE WAS NOT INTERESTED IN THESE "AFFRONTS "
IN ISOLATION, WHAT HE WANTED ME TO UNDERSTAND IS "THE PATTERN ,
THE CALCULATED TREND OF DOWNGRADING NIGERIA ." I SHOULD ALS O
KNOW THAT "THIS PATTERN, THIS TREND" IS NOT NEW: HE HA D
WATCHED IT DEVELOP AND BECOME WELL ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT HI S
TOUR IN WASHINGTON. THE BIG DIFFERENCE NOW IS THAT OTHER FMG
OFFICIALS, "EVEN POOR DR . DIKKO," ARE BECOMING CONVINCED OF "

A PATTERN, A TREND," WHICH IYALLA NEVER DOUBTED IN THE FIRST
PLACE. A FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES, THE PERMANENT SECRETAR Y
WISHED "TO ARREST THE GROWTH OF THIS MALIGNANCY BEFORE IT I S
TOO LATE FOR BOTH OF OUR COUNTRIES . "

12. IN MY RESPONSE, I BEGAN BY EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FO R
HIS FINALLY BRINGING TO MY ATTENTION MATTERS THAT HA D
OBVIOUSLY BEEN DISTURBING HIM FOR A LONG PERIOD . INDEED, I
WONDERED WHY HE HAD WAITED SO LONG, ESPECIALLY SINCE I HA D
TALKED WITH HIM MANY TIMES SINCE HCP RETURN IN MAY . HE HA D
BEEN TOO BUSY REORGANIZING THE MINISTRY, HE SAID, BUT MOR E
IMPORTANT HE WANTED TO "COLLECT THE ELEMENTS OF LIE PATTERN . "
I TOLD HIM THAT IN MY JUDGMENT IT WAS LITTLE SHORT O F
"NONSENSE" TO TALK
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ABOUT "YOUR PATTERNS AND TRENDS ." I WAS WILLING TO BELIEV E
THAT CONSIDERABLE MISUNDERSTA NDING HAD ARISEN FOR REASON S
THAT I WOULD NOT EXPLAIN BUT THAT I WAS SURPRISED THAT HI S
EXTENDED STAY IN THE UNITED STATES HAD NOT DEMONSTRATE D
THAT THERE ARE NO CULTURAL GROUNDS FOR "YOUR PATTERNS" : W E
ARE MUCH TOO DIRECT TO BUILD THE KIND OF PATTERNS THAT YOU R
ARE SEEING . "FRANKLY," I SAID, "YOUR CASE WOULD BE FAR MOR E
CONVINCING IF YOU WERE CHARGING IMPETUOUS ACTIONS RATHE R
THAN STUDIED, DELIBERATE, PARANOIA-LADEN LITTLE INSULTS . "
TO ASSIGN PLAUSIBILITY TO HIS ARGUMENT, ONE WOULD NEED TO
"SEE LITTLE MEN IN DARK CORNERS STUDYING WAYS TO INSUL T
NIGERIA" ANY AMBASSADOR WHO HAD STAYED IN WASHINGTON A S
LONG AS HE SHOULD KNOW THAT TO MOVE FROM DIKKO TO LILY SMIT H
TO A LOS ANGELES MURDER IN A PATTERN CALLED FOR INGENUIT Y
FAR BETTER EMPLOYED IN DEALING WITH FOREIGN POLICY AN D
MILITARY PROBLEMS GREATER THAN ANY NIGERIA HAD PRESENTE D
DURING THE PERIOD HE HAD DISCUSSED . I ACKNOWLEDGED THA T
BEFORE THIS MEETING I HAD NEVER HEARD OF THE DIKKO CASE ,
OF LILY SMITH, AND NAZIF MOHAMMED . WHILE HIS BEST CHANNE L
FOR QUICK CORRECTION OF OBVIOUS MISUNDERSTANDING IS HI S
EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON, I WOULD REPORT HIS VIEWS AND SEEK A
RESPONSE . I, OF COURSE, KNEW OF THE MOJEKWU PROBLEM BUT WA S
UNWILLING TO SPECULATE BEYOND THE INFORMATION CONVEYED BY



MR. FOLEY IN MAY, 1972. I REGRETTED THE TRAGIC DEATH O F
DR . ADIGUN AND WAS FAMILIAR WITH HIS EMBASSY REQUEST FO R
AN INVESTIGATION, THE RESULTS OF WHICH I WAS CERTAIN H E
WOULD SOON HAVE . (HE THOUGHT THAT "SOON" WOULD NOT COVE R
THE ELAPSE OF TIME SINCE JULY, AND HE MAY BE USING ONE O F
HIS TRUMPS QUITE W ELL WI T H THIS RETORT. ) AS FOR THE USI S
SEMINARS, HIS REPORTS ARE THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF MINE, FO R
WE HAV E BEEN REQUESTED TO CONDUCT FAR MORE T HAN WE CA N
ARRANGE . I AGREED THAT SOME VISITING AMERICANS EXHIBI T
TACTLESSNESS BUT ARGUED THAT THEIR REGRETTABLE CLUMSINES S
HAD NO CONNECTION WITH HIS "PATTERNS . "

13. COMMENT: SUCH ARE THE PEREGRINATIONS OF A FRIEN D
DETERMINED, AS HE PUT IT, TO HELP AMERICA HELP HERSELF .
HOWEVER, IYALLA TODAY WAS NEITHER AN IRASCIBLE B.A . CLAR K
NOT AN UNINFORMED LARRY FEBUNMI . PRESENT IN HIS MANNE R
WAS THE USUAL FEIGNED REGRET TO TALK ABOUT PROBLEMS AN D
THE EQUALLY FEIGNED DESIRE TO BE REASONABLE IN PURSUIT O

F A MUTUALGOAL. HOWEVER, HE WAS NOT DISAGREEABLE. HE SEEME D
GENUINELY CERTAIN THAT HE WAS PRESENTING CAREFULLY SELECTE D
EXAMPLES THAT CAN NOT BE SATISFACTORILY ANSWERED . THUS, H E
HAS HEARD OUR MOJEKWU EXPLANATIONS BUT REJECTS THEM BEFOR E
WE SPEAK, THOUGH THIS TIME HE ADDS "EVIDENCE" THE TH E
FORMER BIAFR AN IS DOING EXACTLY WHAT IYALLA SAID WOUL D
HAPPEN AND WE ASSURED HIM WOULD NEVER BE TOLERATED .
I AM CERTAIN THAT SOMETHING WENT WRONG DURING THE DIKK O
STORY . DIKKO IS FAR FROM THE SAINT THAT IYALLA PORTRAYS ,
BUT HE IS A MILD MAN WHO APPARENTLY HAS CREATED QUITE A
RUMPUS HERE. IYALLA MULTIPLIES DIKKO'S EXPERIENCE SEVERA L
FOLD, ASSURING THAT IT ESCALATES BEYOND THE IRRITANT LEVEL .

14. I CAN GIVE NO ASSESSMENT OF THE OTHER WASHINGTO N
PROBLEMS, BUT EITHER HIS EMBASSY REPORTING HAS BROKEN DOW N,
OR WE WOULD SEEM TO HAVE BEEN RATHER SLOW IN RESPONDING T O
PROTESTS . HE FLATLY ASSERTS AND REPEATS THAT HE SIMPL Y
CAN NOT GET ANSWERS .

15. THE REFERENCE TO THE SEMINARS IS PRETTY CLEAR . WHIL E
TALKS BEFORE THE PRESS HAVE NOT EMPHASIZED PRESS FREEDOM ,
HE OBVIOUSLY WANTS TO MAKE IT CLEAR THAT THERE CAN BE N O
REFERENCE TO THE SUBJECT. YET HE CHOSE NOT TO MAKE HI S
POINT TODAY AND BELIEVES THAT BY INDIRECTIONS HE CAN HAVE



OTHER ACHIEVE THIS END .

16 . SINCE IYALLA'S RETURN IN MAY, I HAVE NEVER DOUBTE D
THAT SOMETHING WAS IN HIS CRAW. THERE IS NO REASON T O
BELIEVE THAT TODAY'S REGURGITATION LEAVES HIM EMPTY, BU T
IT'S GOOD TO HAVE WHAT I OBTAINED . CLEARLY WE WIL L
NEED SOME ANSWERS TO WHAT I GOT TODAY . THE ONE THAT WIL L
HELP MOST IS RESPONSIVENESS TO THE MOJEKWU CASE . I KNOW AL L
OF THE DIFFICULTIES PREVIOUSLY CITED, BUT WE ARE WASTIN G
OUR TIME REPEATING THEM TO THE NIGERIANS . AS LON G
AS MOJEKWU STAYS IN THE UNITED STATES, WE WILL HAVE A
GENUINE "IRRITANT" ON OUR HANDS .

17. IN LEAVING IYALLA, I URGED THAT HE NOT WAIT ANOTHE R
SIX MONTHS BEFORE UNLOADING ; HE PROMISED THAT HE WOULD NOT .
I VAINLY TRIED TO SUMMARIZE THE MEETING BY ORSERVING THA T
IN TENNESSEE WE WOULD CHAR ACTERIZE HIS COMPLAINTS, AT BEST

, AS "MISUNDERSTANDINGS" OR "ABERRATIONS." HE WOULD HAV
E NONE OF THAT, NOTING THAT IJAW IS NOT NEARLY AS RICH AS TENNE-

SSEE ENGLISH BUT THAT IN HIS LANGUAGE THEY HAVE A WORD THAT CA N
BE ROUGHLY TRANSLATED AS "SHAFTING ." SHINING THROUGH HI S
WIT IS FAIRLY ACCURATE SUMMARY OF THIS WHOLE DEMARCHE : H E
SINCERELY BELIEVES HIS "SHAFTING" AND "PATTERNS" THESI S,
AND UNFORTUNATELY HE HAS THE CAPABILITY OF CONVINCIN G
OTHERS, "AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL," AS HE FONDLY REITERATES .
GD S
REINHARDT
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